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Nov 29th & Dec 6th   Mrs S Middleton 
Dec 13th – 27th   CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL FLOWER ARRANGERS
Let me once again thank you on behalf of the PCC for all your hard work throughout the year. Please let me know if you wish to come off the rota or more importantly is there anyone who would like to join us. We desperately need more help on the special festival days. Please ring Sue Middleton on 730230 if you feel you would like to take part. 
Stockton Parish Council
A meeting of Stockton Parish Council took place on Wednesday 4 March at Norton Village Hall. Items discussed included the persistent fly tipping of general rubbish at the village recycling point and the consequences of this anti-social behaviour. 
The creation of a Parish Website was announced and a request is made to anyone with photographs from within the Parish to send them to the webmaster Mrs Kathryn Ward to exhibit on the homepage (kathryn.ward17@gmail.com). 
All local groups and organisations within the Parish are invited to host a subpage within this site to promote and advertise their activities and events.
 The Annual Parish Meeting will take place at Norton Village Hall on Wednesday 6 May at 7pm, where a representative from Severn Rivers Trust will give an over view of the restoration work being undertaken on The Worfe. This meeting will be followed by the AGM of Stockton Parish Council at 7.30pm.
NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS                 
Please have any articles or notices in to me in writing or e-mail only by the 20th of the preceding month. Contact me at: 
13 Bridgnorth Road, Norton, TF11 9EE, 
Tel: 730823 (Queries only)                      
 e-mail: kathryn.ward17@gmail.com     
Kindly printed monthly by Allan Davies at 
SBM Digital


DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
17th April – Skittles night
18th April – Mr & Mrs Evening       
                   CANCELLED
22nd April – Ladies Group
6th May – Stockton Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Parish Council Meeting
17th May – Car Boot Sale
*****************************************
Norton Over 60’s
We had a good meeting 11 members’ attending, it was nice to see Mrs Roberts back again. We discussed where we may go on our next trip I will make some enquiries and we will decide at a later date. Our next meeting is on 2nd of April it is our A G M the 16th and the30th of April are the other dates for this month. Rene
NORTON LADIES GROUP
Next meeting Wednesday April 22nd at 7.30 in the  Village Hall
For this months’ meeting we are holding our ever popular prize bingo. All Ladies are welcome to attend. We would be pleased if you could bring along a small prize to contribute to the evening this is of course optional. 
Cost of the evening is £3.00 to include supper. 
Chris Sheila and Paula
Skittles Night Fundraiser for the Air Ambulance
Skittles night with Raffle- Come and join us for a family fun night of Skittles at the Village Hall on Friday 17th April at 7pm, tickets £2.50 and under 16's free. Buy your tickets now from Paula on 01952 730 664. All proceeds from ticket sales and raffle will be donated to the Air Ambulance. The bar will be open, and burgers and hotdogs for sale. 
2015 Norton
Charity
[image: car boot picture]
Norton Village Hall car boots- The Car Boot season is almost here with our first one booked for 17th May. They are a vital fund raiser for the Village Hall and without them, we could not stay open. If anyone has a spare hour or two to help on the day or to donate a cake to the refreshment table, please contact Helen on 730489. All help and donations will be gratefully received.
ST CHAD’S’ CHURCH FLOWERS ROTA
April 5th  EASTER FESTIVAL FLOWER ARRANGER
April 12th & 19th    Mrs S Middleton
April 26th & May 3rd Mrs S Middleton
May 10th & 17th    Mrs T Dalton    
May 24th & 31st     Mrs R Parnham  
June 7th & 14th  Mrs A Christie                               
June 21st & 28th  Mrs R Davies
July 5th & 12th   Mrs P Davies
July 19th & 26th Mrs S Middleton 
August 2nd & 9th   Mrs S Ward
Aug 16th & 23rd       Mrs R Parnham                          
Aug 30th  & Sept 6th   Mrs T Dalton
Sept 13th & 20th      Mrs S Middleton
Sept 27th         Mrs G Bennett & Mrs J Bennett      
Oct 4th     HARVEST FESTIVAL FLOWER ARRANGERS
Oct 11th & 18th Mrs S Middleton & Mrs R Parnham
Oct 25th & Nov 1st Mrs S Middleton
Nov 9th    REMEMBRANCE  Sue Middleton
Nov 15th & 22nd      Mrs S Middleton
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WANTED – VOLUNTEERS PLEASE
Volunteers are wanted for the Norton Community Defibrillator Rota. Residents and Businesses and their employees all welcome, full training will be arranged locally.  If you are interested in finding out more, please contact Community Defibrillator Rota co-ordinator  Mrs Marie Manton on 01952 730873.









A COMMUNITY SHOP IN BECKBURY?
In the Beckbury Parish Plan questionnaire, a majority of respondents thought there was a need for a parish shop, so an enthusiastic group of mums (and dad) from the Beckbury Toddler Group have got together to investigate the potential for a community shop.
What is a community shop?  In most cases they are run by a team of volunteers, each for a few hours a week.  Some shops have one or two paid members of staff, but their community status means they can qualify for help which commercial ventures can’t access.  Over 300 rural villages around the UK now have shops which are community owned.
Why do we need a community shop?  In addition to being really handy for topping up a supermarket shop and great for those without access to transport, we think it would be an excellent additional focus for the village, to enhance community spirit and be a way to connect with our neighbours.
What are we doing?  Over the coming months the Shop Viability Group will be discussing the venture with residents, identifying and evaluating potential locations, investigating funding and undertaking a household survey to gauge support.  Watch this space for further updates!
Please contact any of the Shop Committee members if you want to know more or get involved, even if you do not live in Beckbury!                    
                Cat Spickernell (Chairperson) 01952 750428, Matt Williams,
                         Lorna Willis, Rebecca Solari, Emily Lister, Sam Spickernell 
beckburyshop@hotmail.com

                                        
BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Harrison Thomas son of Darren and Sarah who was baptised on 8th March at Beckbury Church
Also to Harriet Hillman daughter of Paul and Rachel who was baptised on 15th March at Beckbury Church
Also to Erica Dalgliesh   daughter of Tharon and Kate who was baptised on 22nd March at Stockton Church
Please pray for them that with help and encouragement they may grow in the knowledge and love of Jesus.                                                     
                                                             WEDDINGS                                                                                        
Congratulations to Derry Dudley and Emma Clarke who were married on 28th March at Sutton Maddock Church.                                                                 
                                                          CONDOLENCES                                                                          We extend our sympathies to the family of the late Eileen Dodd age 86 of whose service was held on 14th March at Beckbury Church.

DIARY DATES for APRIL 2015      OUT & ABOUT
Thur    2nd  2.30pm Norton Over 60’s AGM Norton Village Hall
Fri       3rd 10.30am  Good Friday Witness, outside Katrina’s in Shifnal
Fri       3rd   1.00pm  at Badger &  7.30pm at Beckbury Good Friday Service
Tues  14th   1.30pm Six Parishes Friendship Club, meet outside Beckbury Church 
Thur   16th   2.30pm Norton Over 60’s Club, Norton Village Hall
Wed   22nd  7.00pm  Norton Ladies Group, meet at Norton Village Hall
Thur   30th   2.30pm  Norton Over 60’s Club,  Norton Village Hall




CHURCH NEWS
….£180 was sent to the Children's Society from our church christingle collecting boxes and Beckbury School Christmas Service.  £210 was sent earlier to Farm Africa from the Six Parishes Harvest Appeal.  There was no local Lent Appeal this year
….Good Friday services take place at 1pm at Badger and 7.30pm at Beckbury.
….Easter Sunday is on 5th April and there are communion services in all the six churches 
….The two Six Parishes Memorial Services for families whose  loved ones have passed away will take place on Sunday 12th April at Sutton Maddock 11am  and Beckbury  at 4pm.
….Local church AGMs takes place this month after Easter. Dates and venues for your church's meeting can be provided by local church members
….The Bishop of Lichfield has announced his retirement and there is a diocesan gathering to say thank you and farewell on 5th September at the Bethel Convention Centre West Bromwich.


………………………………………..................................................................................FROM the RECTORY
  
Dear Friends
The week after Easter used to be known as 'Low Sunday' and explanations for this tend to be focussed on the idea of low numbers or low atmosphere after the celebration of the Easter resurrection of Jesus on the Sunday before. There are some suggestions that 
the title was originally 'Laud Sunday' meaning praise at the end of the special Easter week.
In our parishes we have on that Sunday after Easter, April 12th , our memorial services when we remember those who have passed away in the last year or so  as well as anyone whom a family have asked us to remember from earlier years.
Such services are generally held on All Souls Day or the nearest Sunday to November 2nd which is the Church's festival for remembering ''all souls''.  I have never used this traditional date for a number of reasons ; first it is close to Remembrance Sunday when we remember those who died in war; secondly it is November when the weather may be poor; it is also the autumn when the countryside is turning brown and our gardens are coming to the end of producing flowers and vegetables. 
So instead I have favoured the Sunday after Easter when we have an obvious Church theme of resurrection, and when our churches are decorated with spring flowers representing new life and new growth.
The services tend to be at Sutton Maddock and Beckbury which usually have more funerals than the other churches. The service is short with just three hymns, a reading and a short address. During the prayers families can light a candle in memory of their loved one, and often families  then go to the church yard to visit the grave. But the service is for anyone who wishes to remember a loved one who has passed away, even if the funeral was not at the church but at the crematorium or at another church elsewhere in the country.
We read out slowly the names of those whose funerals have come for the Six parishes even if the families are not able to attend. Those at the service usually recognise the names because we live in small communities and we probably knew them as friends and neighbours.
This year our two services are at Sutton Maddock at 11am  and  Beckbury at 4pm
which we hope allows families a choice of times and churches from our group of six. You are welcome to attend, and can add to the list the name of the person you wish to remember if that person passed away some years ago or from another town.
With best wishes for Easter                                                                 Keith Hodson 


PRAYER OF THE MONTH  (from a Easter communion hymn')
Come to welcome Christ today, God's great revelation;
He has pioneered the way of the new creation
Greet him, Christ our risen King, gladly recognising
As with joy we greet the spring out of winter rising.   Amen

[bookmark: _GoBack]
                                   SIX PARISHES FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Peter Iredale was our guest for the March meeting and he kept the attention of 24 members when displaying and describing the methods used in making his paper sculptures.  It is difficult to describe in writing the amazing figures Peter has produced in paper, ranging from small items to an 18” tall Don Quixote riding on his horse with servant Sancho Panza on his donkey alongside.  It was amazing to see the different facial expressions which could be achieved using pieces of paper, what was even more surprising was the only tool used was a standard craft knife.

For our next meeting on Tuesday 14th April, we are visiting Dobbies Garden Centre at Gailey,
hoping to get ideas for the new growing season, leaving from outside the church at 1.30pm.
Contact: David and Beryl Tooth 01952750324


Rota of Services in the 6 Parishes - April 2015

	
	Badger
	Beckbury
	Ryton
	Kemberton
	Stockton
	Sutton Maddock

	APRIL 5th 



	9.00am
Communion
(KH)
	9.30am
Communion
(CM)
EASTER SUNDAY

	10.00am
Communion
       (KH)
	11.00am
Communion
(KH)
	11.30am
Communion
(TD/KH)
	11.00am
Communion
(CM)


	
12th

	
	4.00pm
Memorial
Service
 (KH)
	
	
	
	11.00am
Memorial Service
(KH)

	
19th

	9.30am
Matins
(TD)
	

	9.30am
Morning
Worship
(KH)
	11.00am
Communion
(new) (KH)
	

	

	
26th 

	
	9.30am
Communion
(new) (KH)
	
	6.30pm
 Evensong
(KH)
	
	11.00am
Matins
(KH)

	MAY 3rd 

	
	
	9.30am
Communion
(KH)
	11.00am
Morning
Worship
(LT)
	11.00am
Communion
(new) (KH)
	6.30pm
Evensong
(KH) 



Abbreviations:    KH=Rev Keith Hodson; CM=Revd Nene Mason; TD=Tina Dalton; LT=Local Team

Abbreviations:	KH=Revd Keith Hodson; CM=Revd Christine Mason; TD=Tina Dalton; LT=Local Team
Rector – Six Parishes, The Rev’d Keith Hodson: 01952750774     Email: keithhodson@talk21.com                                                                                                Church wardens: Tina Dalton 01952730656, Hilary Blakeley 01952730205 in Stockton
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