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THE YEAR OF OASIS 2015
It’s the Chinese Year of the Goat, Sheep or Ram – it seems there was a bit of a muddle way back and every so often, this is what happens!
But for Shifnal and district, there is no such confusion. Because 2015 is the year of Oasis, The Christian and community ‘drop-in’ centre in the middle of the town, is dusting itself down for a year of activities and we’d love YOU to join us.   
There will be bulletins every month of what’s on with news and views.
And the first event to be held there for the first time is the annual Women’s World Day of Prayer On March 6
(put together by the women of the Bahamas) 
To hopefully suit more people (men women and children) we are organising two services at 11am and 2pm in Oasis to give everyone the chance to pop in and which we hope will be fun as well as reminding us that the world is sharing the same experience on the same day
Psst … We don’t mind being slotted in between the shopping!
There will be more info on our Oasis Year available on that day as well.
Contacts: Chairman - Shirley 01952433213, Treasurer – Zena 01952460943,Rota – Jacky  01952730500, Stock – Angela 01952730216,  Created stock– Katharine 01952463637, Knitting – Maureen 01952210655.
 CREDIT UNION - FAIRSHARE – Thursday 2.30pm-4.30pm in OASIS
 Visit www.fairshare.uk.com to find out more or call 01952 282528






DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
4th  March – Parish Council Meeting
18th March – Ladies Group
18th April -  Mr & Mrs Evening
*****************************************
Norton Over 60’s
We have had two good meetings it was nice to see everyone again. We had our first meeting at Gwen's, it was a nice homely time thank you from all of us. The Village Hall was available this week so had the meeting there, it all looked very smart, we were sorry Mrs Roberts was unable to join us .Our next meetings are on the 5th and 19th of March. The 2nd of April will be our AGM.
Rene
[bookmark: _GoBack]Come and see our newly refurbished Village Hall floor and enjoy a 
‘Mr and Mrs’ Evening!
Saturday 18th April 2015 at 7:30pm.
Book your tickets now with Paula on 01952 730664
£2.50 a ticket and bring a plate of food to share, bar will also be open.
Community Recycling Centre
Complaints have been made about improper dumping of rubbish at the recycling centre behind the village hall. The recycling taken from this area is similar to that collected from domestic properties; cans, glass and paper. Please note CARDBOARD AND PLASTICS ARE NOT COLLECTED and any dumping will be reported as fly tipping and may lead to prosecution.
NORTON LADIES GROUP

Norton Village Hall Wednesday March 18th 

Welcome back to Ladies Group.
For this months’ meeting we will be holding a Quiz Evening, always popular and good fun.
This is the first meeting this year so we are looking forward to seeing you all.
It would be very nice to see new members or any ladies who would just like to come along and enjoy the Quiz 
Cost of the evening is £4.00 to include supper.

Chris Sheila and Paula


NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS                 
Please have any articles or notices in to me in writing or e-mail only by the 20th of the preceding month. Contact me at: 
13 Bridgnorth Road, Norton, TF11 9EE, 
Tel: 730823 (Queries only)                      
 e-mail: kathryn.ward17@gmail.com     
Kindly printed monthly by Allan Davies at SBM Digital
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BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Douglas Spickernell son of Tom and Catriona who was baptised on 8th February at Beckbury Church
WEDDINGS
Congratulations to Stephen France  and  Lucy Haytree  who were married on 21st February at Sutton Maddock Church
CONDOLENCES
We extend our sympathies to the family of the late Ken Royans age 78  of Bradeney House whose service was held on  9th February  at Telford Crematorium
Also to the family of the late Stanley Nolan age 58 of Kemberton whose service was held on 4th February at Telford crematorium
Also to the family of the late David Nixon age 68 of Badger whose service was held on 20th February at Badger Church  
Also to the family of the late Jean Unitt   age 79 of Beckbury whose service was held on 24th February at Beckbury Church       

DIARY DATES for March 2015      OUT & ABOUT
Every Monday to Friday    Oasis Christian Shop in Shifnal open 11am - 3.00 pm.
Every Saturday	Oasis Christian Shop open in Shifnal open 11 am to 1 pm
**Every Thursday Credit Union at Oasis, 1 Shopping Centre, Shifnal 2.30-4.30pm**

Wed   4th 12.15pm Lent Lunch, Trinity Methodist, Victoria Road, Shifnal
Thur   5th   2.30pm Norton Over 60’s Club, Norton Village Hall
Fri      6th  11.00am & 2.00pm World Women’s Day of Prayer, in Oasis
Tues 10th   2.00pm Six Parishes Friendship Club, Beckbury Village Hall  
Wed  11th 12.15pm Lent Lunch, Trinity Methodist, Victoria Road, Shifnal
Wed  18th 12.15pm Lent Lunch, Trinity Methodist, Victoria Road Shifnal
Thur  19th   2.30pm Norton Over 60’s Club, Norton Village Hall
Wed  25th 12.15pm Bring n’share Lent Lunch, Trinity Methodist, Victoria Road Shifnal

CHURCH NEWS
.....WE were very sad to hear the news that David Nixon had died suddenly at home on 9th February. He was our church warden at St Giles Badger for 15 years.  The service at Badger Church on 20th February was attended by over 250 people and tributes were made about his professional career, his hobbies, his family and his contribution to the community and the church.
.....Lent lunches continue at Trinity Methodist Church Shifnal on Wednesdays at 12.15pm        Money raised is for Christian Aid.
.....The 2015 Lent Groups 'Hope Actually' are at St Andrew's Church Shifnal on Thursdays
11.15am  and 7.30pm
.....Our Beckbury organist Mr Rock Battye has played for services since 1990, and to celebrate his 25 years' service there is a special service at 11am 1st March at Beckbury Church.
.....Mothering Sunday is on March 15th when there are two family services; 
               at Beckbury 10am and Sutton Maddock 11am
.....Easter Sunday is on 5th April and it is hoped that there will be communion services in all the six churches as in 2014
.....The two Six Parishes Memorial Services for families whose loved ones have passed away will take place on Sunday 12th April.  Details in next month's newsletter.












..................................................................……………………………………………………………………………FROM the RECTORY 
Dear Friends  
	The Church of England's 'House of Bishops' has stuck its nose into politics again with its Pastoral Letter  Who is my Neighbour ? urging people to engage with politics and political issues ahead of the general election. I quote one article :
The Letter expresses dismay at “retail politics” and anxiety about accumulations of power wherever they are found – whether in the state or the market. It contrasts the  individualism of a “society of strangers” with a richer vision of society where the bonds of neighbourliness are strengthened, “welcoming our opponents as well as our supporters into a messy, noisy, yet rich and creative community of communities.”
	The letter contrasts the visions on offer in 2015 with the agendas of 1945 and 1979 – the two post-War elections which “changed the political weather” – but argues that neither is discussed today with the subtlety they deserve. Beveridge saw that, without strong voluntary and community action, the state could never bear the whole burden of securing the people’s welfare. And Margaret Thatcher couched her market reforms within a rhetoric of Victorian Values, similarly stressing responsibility and duty to neighbour.
That is the heart of the bishops’ agenda – restoring a politics of community to redress the damage to mutuality which the politics of state vs. market have bequeathed. It is a cross party agenda which is not yet mainstream in any party. An agenda explicitly rooted in scripture and Christian belief.
 	As is to be expected politicians and newspapers have responded in their usual ways. The Telegraph for instance said that  the C of E has no authority to tell politicians what to do because it only just accepted women as equals ( I'm not quite sure about the logic here.)  Yet the Letter's commendation of the Big Society (a Conservative policy) as a fine example of the politics it wants to see is barely remarked upon by the press.
	The BBC's recent showing of Wolf Hall reminded us that religion and politics have gone together for centuries. Before Henry VIII, Roman Emperors were made gods, and Emperor Constantine made Christianity a state religion. 
Much of Jesus' teaching is about loving our neighbour  and how we live together in society. Whether we want to narrow such issues down to 'politics' or 'religion'  is more than a semantic issue. It's a power issue about who is in control
(as we saw in Tudor times in Wolf Hall). The Church's comments have been felt in some quarters as "sticking it's nose in". Of course the Church's founder did that two thousand years ago, so there is good precedent for his followers to continue his example.
With good wishes			                                   Keith Hodson  
                                                                                                                               
PRAYER OF THE MONTH (for Mothering Sunday from 'For the beauty of the earth')
For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child;
Friends on earth and friends above; pleasures pure and undefiled,
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our grateful hymn of praise          AMEN                                           
                
                                              Rota of Services in the 6 Parishes – March 2015

	
	Badger
	Beckbury
	Ryton
	Kemberton
	Stockton
	Sutton MaddockAbbreviations:    KH=Rev Keith 
Hodson;  TD=Tina Dalton; 
LT=Local Team
                                                                                                                                                                                                              Rector – Six Parishes, The Rev’d Keith Hodson: 01952750774     Email: keithhodson@talk21.com                                                                                                Church wardens : Tina Dalton 01952730656, Hilary Blakeley 01952730205 in Stockton
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