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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
March 2nd  - Parish Council Meeting
March 9th - AGM Village Hall
March 12th – Quiz night
March 18th -  Irish Night 
*****************************************
Norton Over 60’s
We had a good meeting it was lovely to see all the familiar faces again it very nice to see Janet and her daughter again Alison called for Bingo witch meant Sid and Ken could join the game. Our next meeting will be on the 10th  
of March as the room is in use on the 3rd  Our thoughts are with Mrs Roberts and family on the loss of her son.
 Rene

Stockton PCC are holding a:    
Quiz Night
[image: ]
including a fish & chip/chicken & chip supper

on Saturday, 12th  March, 7.30pm at Norton Village Hall

A bar will be open.

Ideally, entry should be in teams of four – but teams can be drawn together on the night!  Tickets cost £8 per person, and are available from Hilary Blakely.
Booking essential (we need to know how many fish/chicken portions to order!).
St Patrick’s Day 
Ceilidh Dance
 Friday 18th March at 7pm with licensed bar.
[image: C:\Users\kathryn\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\AP4UXGNC\14036-illustration-of-a-shamrock-pv[1].png]
Tickets have sold really well with only a handful left!! Anyone wanting tickets please call ASAP 
£10 in advance to include supper, 
over 18’s only please, from Helen 730489, Charlie 730424 and Kathryn 730823.    
     
                                  
NEW SHROPDOC NUMBER

0333 222 6655

KEMBERTON WI
Thursday 3rd March 7.30pm Kemberton Village Hall
Ruby Jarrett – Hoola Hooping
                                                                   Contact Carol Wynes on 01952 680110                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS                 
Please have any articles or notices in to me in writing or e-mail only by the 20th of the preceding month. Contact me at: 
13 Bridgnorth Road, Norton, TF11 9EE, 
Tel: 730823 (Queries only)                      
 e-mail: kathryn.ward17@gmail.com     
Kindly printed monthly by Allan Davies at 
SBM Digital
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BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Alfred Billy-Joe son of Amanda Gunnell who was baptised at Sutton Maddock Church on 6th February
Congratulations to Lola Eileen Harris daughter of Cole and Sarah Harris who was baptised at Ryton Church on 21st February
Please pray for them that with help and encouragement they may grow in the knowledge and love of Jesus                                                   
CONDOLENCES
We extend our sympathies to the family of the late Dianne Stokes of Dawley aged 70 whose ashes were interred at Sutton Maddock Church on 23rd January

DIARY DATES for MARCH 2016      OUT & ABOUT
Wed   2nd  12.30pm   Lent Lunch, Trinity Methodist Church, Shifnal
Thur   3rd    7.30pm   Kemberton WI, Kemberton Village Hall
Sun    6th  ************Mothering Sunday**********************************
Tues   8th    12.30pm  Six Parishes Friendship Club at Beckbury Village Hall 
Tues   8th    7.30pm  SAYYES rearranged AGM  Trinity Methodist Church, Shifnal
Wed   9th   12.30pm  Lent Lunch, Trinity Methodist Church, Shifnal, 
Thur  10th    2.30pm Norton Over 60’s in Norton Village Hall
Thur  10th    7.30pm Sutton Maddock Parish Council in Norton Village Hall
Sat    12th   7.30pm  Stockton Church Quiz Night,  Norton Village  Hall
Wed  16th  12.30pm Lent Lunch, Trinity Methodist Church, Shifnal 
Thur  17th    7.30pm Churches Together in Shifnal & District AGM, St. Mary’s Church, Shifnal
Fri    18th 7.00pm St. Patrick’s Day Ceilidh,  Norton Village Hall 
Fri    25th  1.00pm Badger & 7.00pm Beckbury – Devotional Services

[image: ]IN SHIFNAL AND DISTRICT 
You are all invited to the AGM on Thursday 17th March, 7.30pm
at St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, Shifnal

Six Parishes are making soup for the Lent Lunch  Wednesday 9th March all help welcome 
from 11.30am – please contact Angela – 01952581857/Jacky - 01952730500

 Bring and Share Lent Lunch  Wednesday 16th March   at 12.30pm
at Trinity Methodist Church

In need of a coffee/cup of tea and a chat – you will be most welcome at the Brooke Room, St Andrew’s Church every Tuesday 10-12noon, Trinity Methodist Church every Wednesday  10-12noon, St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church every Thursday 10-12noon.
Contacts: Chairman - Shirley 01952433213, Treasurer – Zena 01952460943,
                                           Knitting – Chris Grain, Stock Orders – Angela 01952581857

CHURCH NEWS
    £200 was sent to the Children's Society from our winter collection and donations
    Lent Lunches continue to be served at Trinity Methodist Church on Wednesdays starting on 17th February. The Six Parishes are responsible for making and serving soup on 9th March.
Please contact either Angela Chatham or Jacky Butlin.
    The Mothering Sunday family Service at Beckbury begins at 10am
Good Friday Devotional Services are at 1pm Badger and 7pm Beckbury
Easter Services for 27th March are detailed in the Services Rota in this newsletter
    On 3rd April we have our annual Memorial Services at Sutton Maddock 11am 
and Beckbury at 4pm, when we remember those who have passed away, especially in the last twelve months

                                 

SIX PARISHES  FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Bingo and a chat were promised for our February meeting and how the members enjoyed first the game and then the chance to talk about anything and everything and, my goodness, how time did fly, it was surprising how many members stopped and said how much they enjoyed the afternoon.
 For our next meeting on Tuesday 8th March 2pm in Beckbury Village Hall we will be holding a TABLE TOP OLYMPIC afternoon where you may be asked to play against a friend to beat the Tower of Babel, race against a boa constrictor up a ladder, you could be counting pips on a tile or play for tricks with cards.  In short we shall be playing all sorts of games that can be done sitting down, so even if you are not a member why not join us for a pleasant afternoon
                                                     Contact: David and Beryl Tooth 01952750324


……………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………FROM the RECTORY 
Dear Friends
	''It may take some time''.  Here is a lovely understatement, as the Archbishop of Canterbury announced to journalists in January that he was engaged in discussions to fix the date of Easter (at least put it on a particular Sunday in April).
	Easter Sunday can vary from March 22nd to April 25th because back in 325AD a conference of bishops agreed that Easter should be celebrated on the first Sunday after the full moon after the spring equinox (March 21st). It sounds rather pagan that the Church should follow the movements of the moon and the sun. But the date of the Jewish Passover Festival when Jesus was crucified was determined in their calendar on the cycle of the moon. The Church back in 325AD thought that Easter should remain linked to the Passover festival.
	This year Easter is ''early'' – on 27th March. Other years it is ''late''. This is disruptive for schools linking their holidays to Easter. We in church also have to check each year when Easter falls so we can plan our Sunday services.
	Pope Francis has been discussing the issue with his council; and the Orthodox Church has also been involved in recent discussions (who add an extra dimension to the debate because they use the old calendar, not our Gregorian calendar, so they celebrate Christmas and Easter a week later than the Churches in the West) 
	But fixing Easter has been discussed in the Church since the 10th Century - hence the archbishop's comment that ''it may take some time''.   I was surprised to learn that there is an Easter Act 1928 passed by the UK parliament fixing Easter on the Sunday after the second Saturday of April. However, the act has never been implemented, and successive governments have left it to churches to agree any such change.
	The archbishop would like to see this happen before he retires, and while it makes sense to most of us, there are leaders in churches in other countries with traditions and strongly held views that are different to ours. That might seem odd to us – but would you for instance like Christmas to be moved to a fixed day of the week rather than 25th December? I can imagine different opinions on that proposal!
	This year Easter Sunday is 27th March. The Church retells the story of the empty tomb and the appearance of the risen Jesus to his friends. So we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, his presence with us today and the reason for our Christian hope: something that we can indeed do every day
	Wishing you all the joy of Easter              Keith Hodson
	 .		 
                                          PRAYER OF THE MONTH (for Mothering Sunday)
God of love, passionate and strong, tender and careful,
Watch over us and hold us all the days of our life
Through Jesus Christ our Lord                                 AMEN















Rota of Services in the 6 Parishes – March 2016

	
	Badger
	Beckbury
	Ryton
	Kemberton
	Stockton
	Sutton Maddock

	March
6thMothering



	
	10.00am
Family Service
(LT)
	Sunday

	
	
	11.00am
Communion
New (KH)


	13th

	9.30am
Communion
Trad (KH)

	
	9.30am
Morning
Worship
(LT)
	11.00am
Morning Worship (KH)
	
	

	20th
Palm Sunday

	
	9.30am
Communion
New (KH)

	
	
	
	11.00am
Matins
(KH)

	27th
Easter
Sunday

	9.00am
Communion
(KH)

	10.00am
Communion
(KH)
	9.30am
Communion
(NM)
	11.00am
Communion
(NM)
	11.30am
Communion
(TD/KH)
	11.00am
Communion
(KH)



Abbreviations:    KH=Rev Keith Hodson; TD=Tina Dalton; NM= Nene Mason
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